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Close-Reading Questions  
“Attack of the Man-Eaters” 

1.  Which details on pages 17 and 18 help you understand that the behavior of the two man-
eating lions was unusual? (inference) 

 2.  What is the mood of the section “Fear and Sleeplessness”? How does the author create this 
mood? (mood) 

 3.  In the section “Modern Answers,” what attitude about the lions of Tsavo does author 
Lauren Tarshis express? Does she show sympathy for the lions? Explain. (tone)



Name: ___________________________________________________ Date: __________________

Close Reading
PAIRED TEXTS: “Attack of the Man-Eaters”and  

“Meet the Lion Whisperer,” pages 16-22
November 2015®

THE LANGUAGE ARTS MAGAZINE

©2015 BY SCHOLASTIC INC. TEACHERS MAY PROJECT OR MAKE COPIES OF THIS PAGE TO DISTRIBUTE TO STUDENTS.

Close-Reading Questions  
“Attack of the Man-Eaters” and “Meet the Lion Whisperer”

1.  Susan Orlean describes watching the lions Gabby and Bobcat walk through Dinokeng as  
“a beautiful illusion.”  What does she mean? (interpreting text))

2.   Compare the images on pages 16 and 20. What ideas or feelings about lions does each 
photo bring up? (text features)
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Critical-Thinking Questions  
“Attack of the Man-Eaters” and “Meet the Lion Whisperer”

1.  Encroachment is gradual intrusion into an area that belongs to someone or something else. 
How does the idea of human encroachment on wildlife appear in both articles? 

2.  Tarshis writes that people all over the country wrote to Patterson congratulating him after 
he killed the first lion. If something similar were to happen today, with someone killing a 
pair of man-eating lions, do you think people would react the same way they reacted in 
Patterson’s time?  
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